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fought bravely at the front lines of the Revo-
lutionary War. And during the siege of Sa-
vannah, Casimir Pulaski gave his life so that
our Nation might live in freedom.

Every year on this date, Americans across
our country commemorate General Pulaski
and draw inspiration from his life and the
principles for which he fought. As we reflect
on how far liberty and democracy have ad-
vanced across the globe, we know that Gen-
eral Pulaski’s gallant and determined spirit
continues to live. It is this very spirit that
kept alive the dream of freedom in the hearts
and minds of the Polish people during the
darkest days of Nazi and Communist oppres-
sion. Today, thanks to the enduring resolve
and sacrifices of modern heroes following
Pulaski’s example, Europe is free, and the
United States and Poland, as staunch friends
and future NATO allies, look forward to a
new millennium bright with the prospects of
peace and prosperity.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Sunday, October
11, 1998, as General Pulaski Memorial Day.
I encourage all Americans to commemorate
this occasion with appropriate programs and
activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this ninth day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-eight, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:43 a.m., October 13, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 14.

Proclamation 7139—National
Children’s Day, 1998
October 9, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
One of the most important measures of

our success as a Nation is the well-being of
our children. As a society, we have no more
important responsibility than to help our
families raise healthy, happy, loving children
in an environment that allows kids to reach
their full potential. My Administration is
committed to this goal, and we have made
significant progress over the past five and a
half years through initiatives and legislation
designed to strengthen families, protect our
children’s health, and invest in their edu-
cation.

By providing a tax credit of $500 per child
to 26 million families, increasing the mini-
mum wage, and cutting taxes through ex-
tending the Earned Income Tax Credit, we
have helped millions of working families. We
have dramatically increased Federal funding
for child care and proposed additional sub-
sidies and tax credits to help families pay for
such care.

Through the Family and Medical Leave
Act, we have made it easier for working par-
ents to take as much as 12 weeks of unpaid
leave to care for a new baby or a sick child
without jeopardizing their jobs. And the land-
mark Adoption and Safe Families Act I
signed into law last year helps the thousands
of children in foster care by working to re-
unite them with their families, where pos-
sible, or move them more quickly into se-
cure, permanent adoptive families when that
is the best option.

To meet our commitment to the health
of all our children, we have extended health
care coverage to millions of previously unin-
sured children through the Children’s Health
Insurance Program (CHIP), the largest na-
tional investment in children’s health care in
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more than 30 years. Children with health in-
surance get a healthier start in life because
they receive regular checkups and routine
immunizations. We are working with the
States to ensure that every child eligible for
CHIP is enrolled, and we are focusing on
enrolling the more than 4 million uninsured
children who are currently eligible for health
coverage under the Medicaid program.

To empower America’s children with the
skills and knowledge they need to make the
most of their lives, our Nation has also made
the largest investment in education in more
than a generation. Today, more than 800,000
children are enrolled in Head Start, receiving
the attention and training they need to start
school ready to learn. We are also working
with the Congress to pass legislation that will
provide public schools with more teachers,
smaller class sizes, new or renovated build-
ings, and the latest in information tech-
nology.

Children are our greatest blessing, and
raising them well is the most challenging and
rewarding task any of us will ever undertake.
On National Children’s Day, let us recommit
ourselves—as loving parents and caring citi-
zens—to ensure that all of America’s children
grow up in truly nurturing environments
where their needs are met and where they
have every opportunity to make the most of
their lives.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 11, 1998,
as National Children’s Day. I urge the Amer-
ican people to express their love and appre-
ciation for children on this day and on every
day throughout the year. I invite Federal offi-
cials, local governments, communities, and
particularly all American families to join to-
gether in observing this day with appropriate
ceremonies and activities that honor our Na-
tion’s children. I also urge all Americans to
reflect upon the importance of children to
our families, the importance of strong fami-
lies to our children, and the importance of
each to America.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this ninth day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-

ty-eight, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:43 a.m., October 13, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 14.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

October 5
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with President Boris
Yeltsin of Russia concerning the situation in
Kosovo.

In the afternoon, the President met with
Senate Minority Leader Thomas A. Daschle
and House Minority Leader Richard A. Gep-
hardt in the Oval Office.

The President announced his intention to
nominate John Austin Moran to be a Com-
missioner of the Federal Maritime Commis-
sion.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Stephen Hadley and Zalmay
Khalilzad to be members of the Board of Di-
rectors of the U.S. Institute of Peace.

The President announced his intention to
nominate John F. Walsh to be a member of
the U.S. Postal Service Board of Governors.

The President announced his intention to
nominate David M. Walker to be Comptrol-
ler of the United States at the General Ac-
counting Office.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Andrea Kidd Taylor to be a mem-
ber of the Chemical Safety and Hazard In-
vestigation Board.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Lee R. Seeman to be a member of
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